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of capital concentration in tie coal mining industry. I have
repeatedly acknowledged the necessity of such concentration and
have oppr^eil anti-cartel! laws. But the Government must slow
tlie eartells that It cannot In the public interest allow them to
transgress certain limits, and snch a transgression of permissible
limits has occurred on tie part of the Coal Syndicate. The
members of the Syndicate have taken up a too masterful stand-
point, or they would long ago have satisfied the justifiable
demands of the workpeople. As that was not done it was
necessary for legislation to intervene."
Although, as has already been explained, the Government in
its reprisals did not go to the full lengths originally intended,
which included a State veto on the closure of mines, the law as
passed materially improved the position of all underground
workers.
The imperial Government lias so far adopted a waiting and
watching attitude, merely appointing a Commission to inquire
into the past working of the more important cartells in the
principal industries.   This inquiry has already continued for
several years and a vast amount of more  or less disjointed
evidence has been accumulated, not all to the advantage of the
eartells3 though the}* have made out the best possible case for
themselves.    The Government has, however, made it clear that
should legislation be  necessary to cheek cartel! excesses  it
will without hesitation be proposeds and in the present temper of
the Imperial Diet there can be no doubt that any measures in
this sense submitted to it would be passed not only promptly, but
in a more drastic form than might be acceptable to the Executive;
for thoagh the many parties in the Eeichstag differ upon most
questions they are absolutely united in acknowledging that some
of the cartels both possess excessive power and have made
excessive use of it.   It is in the ranks of the National Liberal
party alone that the syndicates specially look for sympathy and
support, yet dnring one of many recent debates on this question
in the Eeichstag a National Liberal deputy stated," The head of
the Coal Syndicate possesses to-day far greater political power
the Minister of Commerce,   We foresaw that, and that was
why we proposed in 1900 that there should be Imperial control of
the syndicates and cartells.   We are no opponents of the cartells
In principle, but we call for the regulation of their powers some-